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LoBiondo Sabo
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So the Journal was approved.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | was
unavoidability absent. As a result, | missed
rollcall votes 22-27. Had | been present, |
would have voted “Aye” on rollcall 22; “Aye”
on rollcall 23; “Aye” on rollcall 24; “Aye” on
rolicall 25; “Aye” on rollcall 26, and “Aye” on
rollcall 27.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. SANDLIN) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. SANDLIN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

| pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed a
bill of the following title, in which the
concurrence of the House is requested:

S. 4. An act to improve pay and retirement
equity for members of the Armed Forces; and
for other purposes.

The message also announced that
pursuant to the provisions of Public
Law 99-93, as amended by Public Law
99-151, the Chair, on behalf of the Vice
President, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the United States
Senate Caucus on International Nar-
cotics Control—

the Senator from lowa (Mr. GRASS-
LEY), Chairman;

the Senator from Ohio (Mr. DEWINE);

the Senator from Michigan (Mr.
ABRAHAM); and

the Senator from Alabama (Mr. SEs-
SIONS).
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER laid before the House
the following communication from the
Clerk of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 25, 1999.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: | have the honor to
transmit herewith a facsimile copy of a let-
ter received from Linda W. Beazley, Direc-
tor, Elections Division, Office of the Georgia
Secretary of State, indicating that, accord-
ing to the unofficial returns for the election
held February 23, 1999, the Honorable Johnny
Isakson was elected Representative in Con-
gress for the Sixth Congressional District,
State of Georgia.

With best wishes, | am

Sincerely,
JEFF TRANDAHL,
Clerk.
SWEARING IN OF THE HONORABLE

JOHNNY ISAKSON OF GEORGIA
AS A MEMBER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that the gentleman
from Georgia, Mr. JOHNNY ISAKSON, be
permitted to take the oath of office
today. His Certificate of Election has
not yet arrived, but there is no contest,
and no question has been raised with
regard to his election.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from
Texas?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER. Will the Representa-
tive-elect and the Members of the
Georgia delegation present themselves
in the well.

Mr. ISAKSON appeared at the bar of
the House and took the oath of office,
as follows:

Do you solemnly swear that you will
support and defend the Constitution of
the United States against all enemies,
foreign and domestic; that you will
bear true faith and allegiance to the
same; that you take this obligation
freely, without any mental reservation
or purpose of evasion, and that you will
well and faithfully discharge the duties
of the office on which you are about to
enter, so help you God.

The SPEAKER. Congratulations, you
are now a Member of the 106th Con-
gress.

WELCOMING THE HONORABLE
JOHNNY ISAKSON TO THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

(Mr. LEWIS of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I rise this morning, as the dean of the
Georgia delegation, to welcome our
newest Member to the House of Rep-
resentatives. JOHNNY ISAKSON won an
impressive victory in Tuesday’s special
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election in Georgia’s 6th Congressional
District. He received 65 percent of the
vote in a crowded field of contenders.

Mr. ISAKSON brings with him a
wealth of experience, having served in
both the Georgia House and Senate.
Back home, JOHNNY has developed a
reputation as a bridge builder, a man
who has strong beliefs but is also will-
ing to work with others to get things
done. | believe that trait will serve him
very well here in Congress.

JOHNNY, on behalf of all the members
of the Georgia delegation, Democrats
and Republicans, we welcome you to
this great institution, the people’s
House. We look forward to working
with you to improve the lives of the
people of the 6th Congressional Dis-
trict, of Georgia, and the people of the
Nation.

Welcome. Welcome here. Work hard
and enjoy yourself and have some fun
as you work.

OPENING REMARKS OF THE
HONORABLE JOHNNY ISAKSON

(Mr. ISAKSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. Speaker, ladies
and gentlemen of the House, distin-
guished Congressman JOHN LEwis and
all of my friends in the Georgia delega-
tion, | am very honored and privileged
to be here today.

| am particularly honored that 150 of
my closest family members are in the
gallery. | have the most wonderful fam-
ily a man could have and the most
wonderful friends in the world. And
anytime you get 65 percent of the vote,
there are a lot more than 150 folks
back home that helped you. But | could
not be prouder than to be associated
with and to represent these people.
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I am sure there are probably a lot of
wise words | ought to say today, but |
can only really think of two things
that seem appropriate. One is an admo-
nition | got from a great friend of mine
by the name of Carl Harrison who on
the first day of my swearing in to the
Georgia House of Representatives said,
““JOHNNY, the best way to learn is to
keep your mouth shut.”” And so | in-
tend to be a very good listener and
learn.

And then from my father and mother
who always admonished me to do what
was right and always talked about
Mark Twain’s great quote: “Just do
what’s right. You’ll gratify few but
you’ll astonish the rest.”

I will do the very best | can to do
what is right in the service of my State
and in cooperation with you. I am well
aware that to all of you I am nothing
more today than the fellow that re-
placed Newt. | hope in the years to
come | will be a respected friend and
one who joined with you to make a dif-
ference for the United States of Amer-
ica.
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